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importance. Each step in the process has been generously
front-paged and headlined. It made a nice change for me
to find a due sense of proportion being exercised by ^India's
editors. Or perhaps that is unconscious flattery. Perhaps
after all, they did not realise in the least how remarkable
the proceedings were, and merely gave them their rightful
degree of prominence by accident. That could easily be
the explanation, since the principle on which all newspaper
editors and sub-editors in India seem to work these days is
to front-page all domestic news. If there is more than
enough to fill the front sheet, all items that do not mention
Pandit Nehru, Governor-General Shri C. Rajagopalachari,
Cabinet Ministers, Congress officials, or Maharajahs, in
that order, may be excluded to form the lead stories
on all the remaining pages along with small bits of foreign
news.
Hyderabad presented a rather special problem. The
Nizam not only maintained an undiluted autocracy, but
maintained it through the medium of a Muslim ruling class
presiding over the destinies of a Hindu population. His
supporters and admirers claimed that the autocracy was
benevolent; and it is beyond dispute that in the matter of
hydro-electric schemes and various other projects for the
benefit of the population at large, Hyderabad could compare
favourably with any province of the old British India. But
the rule was pure feudalism without the redeeming aura of
colour and romance which might have retained for it some
affection in the hearts of the humble who sustained it. His
Exalted Highness Nawab Mir Osmaii Ali Khan who had
ruled the country for more thati fifty years before his over-
throw, had banished all the pageantry which might have
helped to keep his subjects devoted to the throne. His
name had become a by-word throughout India for parsimony.
Deservedly or not, he had,come to occupy," alone, the place
in humorous anecdotage which is filled in the English-
speaking world by the Scottish race.